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Put nitrogen methods under microscope

ITROGEN got the blame when GAUCK: Rain this spring like about it? Split applications

corn  began Ijllrl‘lil!}-f c;ui:_:kly in c ups curner :'«'lum‘wcl N Inss‘cw-rywh‘t:-ro. It f"' si(lmlt'xf*ssing_ !u:w- tl_lt.-_luuf:t'

early August. Expect nitrogen didn’t seem to matter what type ‘ ﬂ amount of N loss, but timing is
methods to go under the microscope. of N or the application method. always a concern.

This month’s Indiana Certified Crop Harvest Land Co-op. By now it's tough to tell how ' -‘:‘ SMITH: Compare fields,
Adviser panelists addressing N issues We planted early, but June rains hit much N loss affected yield. For ‘F‘ areas and plants using a chlo-
include Steve Gauck, Westport, Beck’s us hard I'm sure I lost N. How can [ tell next year, evaluate your N pro- T rophyll meter if you still can.
Hybrids: Willis Smith, Otterbein, Senesac  how much I lost, and if it affected yield? Is gram. Ask guestions. Why did L:[;-;[-‘-H;,H;\El\ij'é-jg[:ﬂ Within the same field, find an
Inc.; and Dave Taylor, Richmond, there alesson to take info next year? | use this program? What do 1 ¥ ~ area less affected by too much

water and an area that shows the ef-
fects of N loss. Take a reading using the
ear leaf. The two areas should have the
same planting date, soil type, soil fer-
tility levels and units of total N applied.

Next year, use the chlorophyll
meter before it is too late to sidedress.

§ PAY M E N TS Compare an area with sufficient N
against others. Using this method may
| N T E R EST let you make N corrections soon encugh

to avoid yield loss.

TAYLOR: Early planting doesn't equal
N loss, but N application timing affects
loss potential. If the bulk of N was ap-
plied at planting or preplant, loss could
have been significant. There's really
no good way to estimate N loss. Visual
properties of plants can tell us if we
have N loss. Lower leaves that yellow to
brown and vee in from margin to midrib
are symptoms. The ear itself may be
smaller with fewer kernels,

If you apply N at planting or before,
protect with N-Serve. If you sidedress,
apply some N at planting. Do not cut N
rates below what'’s recommended.

Reconsider timing
Should I give up on fall N applications?

TAYLOR: Giving up on a proven
practice is difficult. Look deeper. If you
need to increase N rates significantly to
ensure good yields, give it up. If you feel
N loss is great, give it up. If you do it,
choose fields with good drainage, apply
after soil temperature drops below 50
degrees F, use a nitrification inhibitor
like N-Serve, and increase application
rate 10% or so.

GAUCK: We are too far south. Timing
is a factor, but you'll have less N loss
with spring applications. Anytime you
apply N early, even in spring, use a nitri-
fication inhibitor.

SMITH: If you believe in fall applica-
tion, go ahead. Most suppliers will let
you defer payment. Relative cost of N is
usually less in the fall. If you do it, let soil
temperatures cool and use an inhibitor.

I don’t believe in anhydrous, so |

Schedule an inspection today.
Stay inthe field all season.

- recommend ammonium sulfate with
(Q JDHN DEERE dry fertilizer at 150 to 250 pounds per

acre, or 31 to 52 pounds actual N, plus

Keeping you in the field is our number one priority here at
John Deere. That's why we offer PerforMax inspections — to
catch the things that could slow you down before you head to

the field next season. 36 to 60 pounds of sulfur. The remainder
comes from 28% applied with chemical,
We thoroughly check for worn parts, and replace the ones that starter or sidedress.

could cause you problems. We can even install enhancements
to make your job easier.

Because as much as we like to see you, we'd rather keep you
up and running. That's the John Deere difference. Stop in to
make an appointment today.

*Offer valid from Nav. 1, 2010 until Aprl 30, 2011, No payment and no interest for 90 days or more when you

purchate a PerfarMax inspection on a John Desre tractar, combine, sprayer, forage harvester; baler, mower

conditioner, or windrower, Subject to Farm Plan approval and John Deere dealer participation. Unlias atherwise

speeifled, pragrams are for purchases an Farm Plan agricultural accounts only. Minimum finance amount may be i
required. Offer may be discontinued or modified at any time, See dealer for detalls. www.JohnDeere YCDITI/AQSETVICE




